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The United States Distance Learning
Association (www.usdla.org) defines
Distance Learning as "The Acquisition of

knowledge and skills through mediated
information and instruction, encompassing all
technologies and other forms of learning at a
distance." Inherent in that description are various
mediums, content type, delivery systems and
student/teacher interaction.

Whether it be satellite, video conferencing, web
based, audio or even print, distance learning
embodies numerous options. As with most
instruction a critical aspect of distance learning
success is the level and fulfilment of student and
teacher discourse. In other words, distance
teaching is as important as distance learning;
especially when many faculty members
themselves did not learn under a distance
education model. Research has shown that, to be
most effective, instructors need to learn new
techniques of course organisation, content
"chunking" and interaction strategies, along with
using diverse media and assessing the distant
learner.

What it means is that in the end, according to Dr.
John G. Flores, Executive Director of USDLA is
that "distance learning is dependent upon teacher
and student competency coupled with appropriate
technology integration, an excellent learning
management system, quality content and a menu
of various student services including online
reference libraries and sources like the Digital
Learning Library (www.learnerslibrary.com) and a
complete suite of comprehensive educational
resources."

Flexible Learning
Comes of Age
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DEAKIN UNIVERSITY Deakin University’s innovative and well-
known MBA was introduced in 1980. This versatile degree comprises eight
compulsory units and four electives selected from over 60 units.

The Deakin Master of Commerce is a flexible degree incorporating nine
elective units and three compulsory units. Unlike the MBA, no prior work
experience is required. Popular electives topics include Accounting,
eCommerce, Financial Planning and Commercial Law.

The Deakin Master of International Business incorporates eight
compulsory international business and four elective units. This degree does
not require prior work experience. Electives include Financial Markets,
International Trade and Policy and International Commercial Law.

Deakin now offers a range of exciting combined master degrees. These
degrees comprise a total of sixteen compulsory and elective units -
equivalent to two year’s full-time study. Combined degree combinations
include MBA/MCom, MBA/MeCom, MIB/MCom.

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS UMassOnline, one of the United
States' largest web-based learning providers, brings the excellence,
credibility and affordability of a University of Massachusetts education to
your home or office computer! UMassOnline offers quality online from
highly ranked schools and colleges at UMass. Online programs are taught
by the same committed, world-class faculty and are held to the same
rigorous academic requirements as the University's well-established
oncampus programs. All you need is access to the Internet to benefit from
a huge selection of full-credit courses, certificates, and degrees. Graduate
and undergraduate programs are available in liberal arts, public health,
business, nursing, information technology, education and many other
disciplines. With UMassOnline, you know your hard work will stand the
test of time!

UNIVERSITAS 21 GLOBAL Synergy of experience and tradition. With
a combined education experience spanning more than 3,000 years from our
16 member universities, Universitas 21 Global is a symbol of education
excellence with impeccable academic heritage.

World renowned business magazines, publications and research houses
such as Wall Street Journal, Business Week, Financial Times, The Times,
Asia Inc, Canadian Business and EIU have ranked our member universities
among the leading universities in the world to offer postgraduate and
business programmes.

Student at Universitas 21 Global will enjoy the following benefits of our
unique online Business School concept:

INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED UNIVERSITIES. Universitas
21 Global is unique in the heritage and endorsement provided by the
prestigious institutions that comprise its founding Universitas 21 partner.
This means the student not only benefits from programs enriched by this
heritage but also obtains a degree that Universitas 21 members will
recognise literally around the world.

QUALITY EDUCATION AT ONE’S OWN TIME AND PLACE. The
busy schedules of corporate executives who constantly juggle travel, work
and personal commitments are taken into account in the planning of
Universitas 21 Global programmes. With full-time study you can complete
a programme within eighteen months or, studying part-time, within any
period up to five years. No student will lose out because of unavoidable
commitments.

RIGOROUS SUBJECT CREATION PROCESS. Universitas 21
Global appoints a Subject Author to design each of its subjects.
Simultaneously, Universitas 21 Global appoints a Reviewer to assess the
scope and quality of the Subject Author’s creations. During the design of
the subject, the identities of the Reviewer and the Subject Author are
withheld from each other. This so-called double-blind review process,
similar to that followed by scholarly journals, brings objectivity,
impartiality and critical examination to bear on the subject being designed,
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befitting a world-class graduate business offering.

NORTHCENTRAL UNIVERSITY As today’s workplace becomes
increasingly competitive, and convenient, affordable education harder to
come by, distance learning continues to gain popularity worldwide.
Advanced degrees are appealing to employers, and an American education
can provide both international exposure and increased language skills.

Pursuing a higher education when classroom attendance is required can
be difficult for adult students. For those working a full time job, often with
families at home, the thought of what could turn into years of night and
weekend classes can be discouraging. When one considers such sacrifices,
it can be difficult to see the long-term payoff.

Luckily for ambitious potential students in need of flexibility, an
American college degree can be earned from anywhere in the world
through distance learning. Northcentral University offers 100% online
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees. There are no on-site
requirements, so all course work is done completely through the Internet
from the comfort of home or office. NCU is the first university in the U.S.
to be both regionally accredited and to make this type of learning
environment available. NCU offers affordable tuition and convenient
payment plans.

To learn more about the opportunities at NCU, visit www.ncu.edu, or
call (888) 327-2877.

ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY The STU online tax program is a unique
and flexible LL.M. designed for the needs of the working professional who
wishes to obtain an internationally recognised qualification and increase
their subject knowledge Professor William Byrnes, the international tax
LL.M. program's creator, says that over its six years, the concentrations
have expanded to include offshore finance, U.S. tax, Anti Money
Laundering & Compliance, and Trust and Company Law &
Administration. “Most of our students work for accounting and law firms,
trust companies, private banks, and corporate legal departments. We are the
largest international tax program because of our well known faculty,
extensive online library and our U.S. accreditation.”

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF INTEGRAL STUDIES CIIS’s on-line
Master’s degree in Transformative Leadership is for people determined to
facilitate positive change who recognise that along with specific skills,
effective leadership requires deep reflection about why change is needed,
how it’s conducted, and who is engaged in the process. It intersects
reflection and theory with practice to envision, initiate, and engage in
transformative change processes. California Institute of Integral Studies
(CIIS) in San Francisco is an accredited institution of higher learning that
honors the spiritual dimension of intellectual life, offering a stimulating
environment that fosters rigorous scholarship and supportive community,
both on-site and on-line. www.ciis.edu; email: info@ciis.edu.
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