
D I S T A N C E  L E A R N I N G  F E A T U R E

The United States Distance Learning Association defines distance learning as “the acquisition of
knowledge and skills through mediated information and instruction, encompassing all technologies
and other forms of learning at a distance.” The distribution technology might be satellite,
videoconferencing, on-line or audio, but the distance learning provider must guarantee quality with
the chosen learning management system, the content, and the overall delivery platform. Most
schools today are utilizing the internet for program execution, student instruction and overall
program administration. Quality distance learning programs must include competent
instructors who know their subject and understand distance learning techniques,
technology implementation, instructional design and student services. Support services
which include on-line libraries, student help desks, bookstores, and overall
comprehensive program services are required. New career opportunities, higher
salaries, new fields of study coupled with convenience, anywhere, anytime, makes
distance learning programs the choice for many of today's students.

Today’s 
Learning

- Distance Learning

NWK.19.04.04.EURO.DL  7/4/04  5:18 pm  Page 1



D I S T A N C E  L E A R N I N G  F E A T U R E

TO ADVERTISE Tel: +44 (0) 20 7306 0312   Fax: +44 (0) 20 7306 0310   Email: newsweekeurope@mongoosemedia.com

EDINBURGH BUSINESS SCHOOL, HERIOT-WATT UNIVERSITY

Edinburgh Business School’s innovative MBA programme is one
of the largest in the world has generated over 7000 graduates and
has students in over 140 countries.

In a competitive and volatile market, it is well worth asking how
a British university has achieved such a prominent global position.

Professor Keith Lumsden, Director of Edinburgh Business
School at Heriot-Watt University, said that the programme’s
international success was indicative of its capacity to meet or
exceed exacting demands in different markets, many of which are
regionally specific and unique.

Professor Lumsden believes that much of the programme’s global
appeal is a result of Edinburgh Business School’s successful
application of cutting-edge communications technology in both the
delivery and teaching of the courses. “Originally based on printed
courses and computer simulations, the School invested early in web
technology without compromising the underpinning teaching
strategy. Every course in the programme now has a website offering
extra content, sophisticated interactive learning capabilities and
direct access to the Faculty via web-boards,” he said.

“The programme is also rigorous. The Faculty developed the
pedagogy of the MBA over a 15 year period, based on research into
how students learn – stripping out non-effective teaching methods,
and judging students by their output,” added Professor Lumsden.

Edinburgh Business School is dedicated to providing executive
education that combines academic excellence with comprehensive
learning materials and the freedom for students to choose when,
where and how they study. It is this highly flexible approach that

has led Edinburgh Business School to achieve global success.

NEWPORT INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY (NIU)
Newport International University (NIU), began as part of

Newport University, which was founded in 1976 in California. In
2001 Newport International University became a separate
institution and was registered in the State of Wyoming. In keeping
with its original purpose, NIU fosters an interest in global learning
and has affiliations with leading study centres around the world.  

The UK Study Centre was established in 1983, as the first study
centre of Newport University outside the USA. Based in the City of
London, the UK Study Centre has the infrastructure and all other
facilities to cater for full-time students. Equally, it offers mature
students the opportunity to study by distance learning from their
home country. During the past 20 years thousands of students have
completed their Bachelor, Master or Doctoral degree with the UK
Study Centre. 
For further information please apply to: Admissions, Newport
International University-UK Study Centre, University House, 55
East Road, London N1 6AH
Tel: +44 (0)20 7253 1155. Fax: +44 (0)20 7251 6610. 
Email: admissions@niu.org.uk. Web: www.niu.org.uk

AUOL
Originally founded in 1984, AUOL was incorporated

independently as an international Distance Learning University
with six Schools: Business, IT, Law, Education & Liberal Arts,
Humanities and English. AUOL ‘s  students’ profile represents
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more than  65 nationalities  with the fast track  MBA program being
the most popular course.

AUOL offers sympathetic consideration to mature students who
lack all or some of the normal course entry requirements
particularly those who have relevant professional experience in the
field of the proposed study. (Accreditation of Prior Experiential
Learning (APEL)

AUOL has academic co-operation agreements, affiliation &
representations with a number of educational establishments in
USA, Canada, Malaysia, China, Greece, Syria, Indonesia, Egypt,
Spain, Saudi Arabia, Argentina, Hungary, Iran, Yemen, Taiwan &
S. Korea.

The university offers scholarships based on need and academic
qualifications, including the AUOL Asia Studentship Award, the
AUOL Africa Studentship Award & the Barbara George Theodory
Award (for gifted students with specific academic interests in
Middle Eastern Studies).

AUOL operates on a rolling admissions basis. Applications are
accepted at any time of the year, from anyone living anywhere in
the world as long as the applicant has prior academic and /or work
experience that can be considered suitable for the awarding of
university credits.

The American University of London is accredited by the
ASSOCIATION OF DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS
Washington DC 20003 and by the National Academy of Higher
Education of the United States which recognizes AUOL as the
equivalent to any regionally or nationally accredited college or
university in the US.
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